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We are an Order of Catholic men bound
together in Charity, Unity and Fraternity
to enrich our faith and spirituality by
words and actions to proclaim the moral
and social message of the Catholic
Church.

Charity - Unity - Fraternity

We exist to support the mission of
the Catholic Church and at the
same time to work for the
spiritual, intellectual and material
welfare of our members and their

families.

Faith Family Fraternity

Members are encouraged to play an active role in the Catholic Church

They support Members, families, Parish and the local Community

They support our Widows and pray regularly for the Deceased Brothers
Knights

llWe

is al

need to return to Columba,

then we'll return to Christ and that

| we need for the Knights of St

Columba to succeed"
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, 23 May
2023
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Welcome to the March 2026 edition of News Knight. This
features a number of events and campaigns scheduled in 2026,
as well as some that have already taken place.

Saint Francis of Assisi’s skeleton goes on public
display for first time

Saint Francis of Assisi’s skeleton is on full public display for the first time, in a
move that is expected to draw hundreds of thousands of visitors.

Inside a nitrogen-filled case with the Latin inscription “Corpus Sancti Francisci”
(the body of Saint Francis), the remains are being shown in the Italian hillside
town’s Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi.

St Francis, who died on 3 October 1226, founded the Franciscan order after
renouncing his wealth and devoting his life to the poor. Giulio Cesareo, the
director of communications for the Franciscan convent in Assisi, hoped the
display could be “a meaningful experience” for believers and non-believers alike.

Cesareo, a Franciscan friar, said the "damaged” and “consumed” state of the
bones showed that St Francis “gave himself completely” to his life’s work.

His remains, which will be on display until 22 March 2026, were transferred
to the basilica built in the saint’s honour in 1230. But it was only in 1818, after
excavations carried out in utmost secrecy, that his tomb was rediscovered. Apart
from previous exhumations for inspection and scientific examination, the bones
of Saint Francis have only been displayed once, in 1978, to a very limited
audience and for only one day.

Adapted from a Guardian newspaper article from February 227 2026
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Centenary Celebration

Province 10 — Brentwood, of the Order of the
Knights of St Columba

1926 — 2026

Join us as we celebrate 100 years of Faith, Fraternity, Charity and Service,
with Dignity and Joy.

SATURDAY 2 12:00PM

MAY

Brentwood Cathedral
Ingrave Road, Brentwood, Essex CMI5 8AT
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Centenary Celebration

Province 12 — Southwark, of the Order of the
Knights of St Columba

1926 — 2026

Mass at 12 noon, on Saturday May 16t 2026 at St
George’s Cathedral, Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HR to be
celebrated by Archbishop John Wilson

Followed by a buffet in the Amigo Hall
Come and celebrate and give thanks for 100 years of
service from Province 12 — Southwark. Please note that
tickets for the buffet must be booked in advance. Please

make contact via:

pgk provincel2@ksc.org.uk.
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o Knights of St. Columba Province 21 -
Lancashire - Follow
17h - Q

Please spread the word, the Province are
hosting a social event on 3rd M... See more

The Knights of St Columba

Council 149 Darwen Presents

FACEBOOK - REECETHOMASSOLO

THOMAS

VOCAL/GUITAR
HITS ACROSS THE DECADES

Sunday afternoon, 3rd of May 2026
St Edwards Parish Hall Darwen. Doors open 1.30pm
Raffle Prizes Tickets £7.00 Standing Bingo
Pie and Peas included, Tea & Coffee, Bar Available
All proceeds to Local Charities



News Knight — March 2026

© KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA
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FHope Faith 'y Love

KNIGHTS of 5t COLUMBA

[BURNLEY COUNCIL 110

Charity Bonus Ball
Prize: Framed
2025/26 Burnleyv Shirt

Team Signed

£5 per number

Please contact GK Tom Wilkinson (07891124951) to buy your numbers
Many Thanks

Raising Funds for The Grand Knights Charities
Pendleside Hospice and Georgia Fourie Butterfly Fund

TC. £5 per number, numbers will be allocated in order 1,2.3 eic, limited to 200tickets... Draw will
be on Easter Monday, if a minimum of 100 tickets has been sold, otherwise draw date maybe
changed. Draw will be made [fve on Knights of St. Columba Council 110 = Burnley Facebook Page
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CATHOLIC UNION  “
YOUNG WRITER COMPETITION 2026

%’hy Do We Go to Confession?

The Catholic Union Young Writer Award is open to all
young Catholics in secondary years 8-11 inclusive.

There is a cash prize for the best essay, plus a number of
runner-up prizes.

Your essay, no more than 1,200 words, should include;

specific references to Scripture, including Christ giving authority to His

Apostles to forgive sins in His name, to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,

and to relevant Papal documents, including Pope St John Paul's Reconciliatio et
Paenitentia (1984).

Deadline for entries 30 June 2026

Essays must be hand written, scanned and posted with
application form to:

Gathﬂlu: Young Writer Award 2026
A 22 Redcross Way
London SE1 1TA

www.catholicunion.org.uk
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CATHOLIC
UNION YOUNG
ARTIST

COMPETITION

FORGIVENESS - WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE
TOYOU?

Sendyourentryto: infofcatholicunion.org.uk

JUDGE: ET | DEADLINE: 22 MAY 2026 | OPENTO:
O wion | PRIZES! RECEPTION - Y6

www.cathaolicunion.org.uk H$:EH
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3 Pilgrimage
People

Pilerimage Strengthens Our Commen Faith

Faith and Art

Siena and San Gimignano

Travel with us to the UNESCO World Heritage sites of Siena and San Gimignano,
16th -20th March 2026

Rich in history, beautiful architecture and stunning views and home to some of the
most beautiful artworks in the world.

Led by renowned art historian and lay minister, Sarah Burles, this five day tour will
lead us through frescos, crypts, palazzos and along city walls as we explore the
influence faith has had in shaping these beautiful places.

Book at: https://pilgrimagepeople.org/book
Our mailing address is:

Pilgrimage People 28 Norwich Road Fakenham, Norfolk NR21
8BB United Kingdom
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KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA

Rosaries for Vocations
2026

Join us every Thursday to
pray the Rosary

ZOOM -
Meeting ID - 827 5010 5661
Passcode - 694846

FACEBOOK -
https://www.facebook.com/
501897943014003

© Knights of St Columba 2026

Our weekly Zoom Rosary continues into the new
year at 7:30pm, so please join if you can and invite
those in your Parishes to join too
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At our 2024 Supreme Council we selected the Alma Mater at its national
project for the coming two years. Alma Mater says ...

We are incredibly grateful that the
Knights of St Columba have chosen the
Alma Mater Fund for their National
Action Project from 2024 — 2026. In so
doing, this Catholic lay fraternity has
shown a commitment to protect
vulnerable women and their babies —
and to support these women in
pursuing the best for themselves and
their children. To learn more about how
you can be involved, or to donate
please visit: www.ksc.org.uk/alma-
mater

DONATE DIRECTLY TO THE
NATIONAL ACTION PROJECT

e KSC Notionol Action Project 2024-2026 www.ksc.org.uk/aimo-mater
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What is the Alma Mater Fund? The alma Mater Fund is an initiative of
SPUC that provides financial grants to pregnant students facing difficulties
at universities across the UK in order to support them in pursuing their
academic and personal goals. Through the work of the initiative the Alma
Mater Fund coordinator can also direct students to further sources of
support and advice.

How does a student apply? First, a student sould contact the initiative:
Call, Text, WhatsApp: 07849 088244 | Email: info@almamaterfund.org.uk
| Social Media: @almamaterfund. Then the Alma Mater Fund coordinator
will walk through the very simple application process with her.

“The Alma Mater Fund was extreamealy haipful, and the support
offered really motivated me to go through with my university
career. It is hard enough to balance studies on a regular basis,
and while pregnant it might feel like the world is crushing you and
you might want to give up. Finding out there (s support out there
for mothers that want to finish their academic journey gave me
the strength needed to plan my path.” - Alexa

“The Alma Mater Fund is a huge support.
Everyona is lovely and more than willing ta help,
Being a student and having a baby is a financial
struggle, The grant will allow me to get my
daughter the things she needs. If you are &
student and get pregnant, there is help out there,
At first | thought | would never manags,
but having 8 baby is the best thing that's
happened to me.” - Kaitlyn
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-

VISITATION OF THE
PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUES OF

AND THE RELICS OF SAINTS JACINTA AND FRANCISCO

CATHEDRALVISITATIONS

3 May

10 May

17-18 May
23-24 May
1-2June

7-8 June
21-22 June
28 June

2-3 August
13 September
4-5 October
13 October
12-13 October
8 November

Cathedral Church of St. Joseph (Archdiocese of Cardiff-Menevia)

Cathedral Church of St. Mary & St. Boniface (Diocese of Plymouth)

Metropolitan Cathedral Church of St. George (Archdiocese of Southwark)
Cathedral Church of St Alphonsa of the Inmaculate Conception (Syro-Malabar)
Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King (Archdiocese of Liverpool)

Cathedral Church of St. Mary (Diocese of Middlesbrough)

Cathedral Church of Our Lady Immaculate &St. Thomas (Diocese of Northampton)
Metropolitan Cathedral of St. Chad (Archdiocese of Birmingham)

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Taper New Town, CardiganSA43 ILT
Cathedral Church of St. Mary (Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle)

Cathedral Church of St. Johnthe Evangelist (Diocese of Portsmouth)

Cathedral Church of St. Anne (Diocese of Leeds)

Cathedral Church of St. Barnabas ( Diocese of Nottingham)

Cathedral Church of Our Lady & St. Philip Howard (Diocese of Arundel & Brighton)

14-15March
24-25April
2-3 May
20June

12 Sept
26-27Sept
26-27 Sept

3 October
10-11 October
17-18 October
26 October
31 October

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, Duke St., London WIK 5BQ (Ukrainian Eparchy)
Cathedral Church of St. Marie ( Diocese of Hallam)

Cathedral Church of St. Michael & St. George, Aldershot, Hampshire GU112BY
Cathedral Church of St. Peter ( Diocese of Lancaster)

Cathedral Church of St. Mary & St. Helen (Diocese of Brentwood)

Cathedral Church of Saints Peter & Paul ( Diocese of Clifton)

Cathedral Church of St. Johnthe Evangelist (Diocese of Salford)

Cathedral Church of Our Lady Help of Christians ( Diocese of Shrewsbury)
Metropolitan Cathedral of St. David (Archdiocese of Cardiff-Menevia)
Cathedral Church of St. Johnthe Baptist (Diocese of East Anglia)
Cathedral Church of St. Mary (Diocese of Wrexham)

Metropolitan Cathedral of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ
(Archdiocese of Westminster)

Arranged by the World Apostolate of Fatima (England & Wales)

A Public Association of the Faithful.

Registered Charity Number1198286
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VISITATION OF THE
PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUES OF

Own Lady of Fatina

AND THE RELICS OF SAINTS JACINTA AND FRANCISCO

CATHEDRAL VISITATIONS 2025-2026

3 May 2025 -
Cathedral Church of St. Joseph
[Archdiocese of Cardiff-Menevia)

10 May 2025 -

Cathedral Church of 5t. Mary
& 5t. Boniface

(Diocese of Plymouth)

17-18 May 2025 -
Cathedral Church of 5t. George
|Archdiocese of Southwark)

23-24 May 2025 -

Cathedral Church of 5t Alphonsa
of the Immaculate Conception
(Syro-Malabar)

1-2 June 2025 -
Cathedral Church of Christ the King
(Archdiocese of Liverpool)

7-8 June 2025 -
Cathedral Church of 5t. Mary
(Diocese of Middlesbrough)

21-22 June 2025 -

Cathedral Church of Our Lady
Immaculate & 5t. Thomas
[Diocese of Northampton)

28 June 2025 -
Cathedral Church of 5t. Chad
(Archdiocese of Birmingham)

2-3 August 2025 -
Mational Shrine of Our Lady of the Taper
New Town, Cardigan SAS43ILT

13 September 2025 -
Cathedral Church of 5t. Mary
[Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle)

4-5 October 2025 -
Cathedral Church of

St. John the Evangelist
(Diocese of Portsmouth)

13 October 2025- -

Cathedral Church of 5t. Anne
[Diocese of Leeds)

12-13 October 2025 -

Cathedral Church of 5t. Barnabas

(Diocese of Nottingham)

B November 2025 -

Cathedral Church of Our Lady &
St. Philip Howard

(Diocese of Arundel & Brighton)

14-15 March 2026 -

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
Duke St London WIK 5BQ
(Ukrainian Eparchy)

24-25 April 2026 -
Cathedral Church of St. Marie
[Diocese of Hallam)

2-3 May 2026 -

Cathedral Church of

5t Michael & St. George
Aldershot, Hampshire GUTI 2BY

20 June 2026 -
Cathedral Church of St. Peter
[Diocese of Lancaster)

.*I
]

12 September 2026 -
Cathedral Church of St. Mary & 5t. Helen
[Diocese of Brentwood)

26-27 September 2026 -
Cathedral Church of
Saints Peter & Paul
(Diocese of Clifton)

26-27 September 2026 -
Cathedral Church of
St. John the Evangelist
(Diocese of Salford)

3 October 2026 -

Cathedral Church of

Qur Lady Help of Christians
(Diocese of Shrewsbury)

10-N October 2026 -
Metropolitan Cathedral of 5t. David
(Archdiocese of Cardiff-Meneavia)

17-18 October 2026 -
Cathedral Church of St. John the Baptist
(Diocese of East Anglia)

26 October 2026 -
Cathedral Church of S5t. Mary
[Diocese of Wrexham)

31 October 2026 -

Cathedral Church of the

Maost Precious Blood of Jesus Christ
(Archdiocese of Westminster)

Arranged by the World Apostolate of Fatima (England & Wales)

A Public Association of the Faithful
Registered Charity 1198986

Contact the World Apostolate of Fatima
Mobile no. 07788473210 (9 am to 5 pm only, Mon to Fri)
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Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) - /(-

Accompany, Serve, Advocate -

5 weeks to go: Together
Alliance March

On Saturday 28th March, JRS UK will
join more than 200 organisations and
thousands of people walking through
central London with a simple, hopeful

conviction: our society is strongest Fon lO"E,
when we choose welcome, dignity,
and solidarity.

The Together Alliance March will bring Fon “ " ITv
charities, unions, community groups,
faith communities and individuals TOGETHER

together calling for a future rooted in
hope and unity. It will be a joyful,

family-friendly event with live music,
performances, and activities for children.

We are marching because the landscape for people seeking sanctuary in the UK
is becoming increasingly hostile.

Recent and proposed policy changes threaten the ability of refugees to rebuild
their lives even after their need for protection is recognised. For people still
navigating the system, many will face prolonged destitution, reduced avenues
of justice, and an asylum system that may increasingly wrongly refused
protection to people who urgently need safety.

This environment is made even more challenging by the rise in inflammatory
public language and the misuse of Christian narratives to justify anti-
immigration rhetoric.

"The Gospel’s call to love our neighbour demands solidarity from us”

— Dr Sophie Cartwright _
https://jrs.net/donate
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NT
WALX CAF+D

Receive Big Lent Walk  Join the Big Lent

updates via Walk Facebook group
WhatsApp

When you sign up we will
send you a welcome pack
with a wallchart and a 'Big
Lent Walk' pin badge. If you
hit the target of £200 on
your fundraising page, then
we’ll send you a ‘Big Lent
Walk’ Beanie Hat!

https://walk.cafod.org.uk/sign- = **

upftsignup Join the Big Lent
Walk Strava club
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UK Benedictine Monks assist Australian school in
restoring statue of Our Lady and Child

A touching collaboration between
two Roman Catholic institutions ha
brought together a monastic
community in the United Kingdom
and a rural school in Australia to
restore a cherished statue of Our
Lady and the Child Jesus.

Benedictine monks of St
Augustine’s Abbey, Chilworth
responded generously when
Michael Green, Principal of Mt
Carmel School in Yass, New South
Wales, sought help to repair his school’s damaged statue. The figure, deeply
loved by pupils and staff, had lost its hands and feet after many years of wear.

Mr Green discovered online the story of a similar statue lovingly restored at the
Chilworth monastery and, having exhausted options in Australia, reached out to
ask whether the monks’ restored statue could serve as a model for recreating
the missing parts.

Moved by the school’s dedication and the devotional significance of the statue,
the monks agreed at once. With the support of specialist 3D scanning company
Surfacescan of Ramsgate, UK, a detailed digital scan of the Chilworth statue
was produced. This high resolution model will allow precise replicas of the
missing hands and feet to be crafted in Australia, ensuring the restoration
remains faithful to the original design and tradition.

Alongside the technical assistance, the monks offered their prayers and
blessing for the project, remembering Mt Carmel School in their liturgy and
asking God'’s guidance for all involved.

Once completed, the restored statue will continue to inspire prayer and
devotion - now enriched by a story of faith, generosity and international
cooperation.

A brief video explaining what's happening can be seen here: Loving
hands https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHP8IGybthg
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St Augustine’s Abbey, Chilworth welcomes the
public to prayer, reflection and culture this
spring

St Augustine’s Abbey, Chilworth - the Roman Catholic
Benedictine monastery near Guildford in the Surrey
Hills - is inviting the public to a series of prayerful and

cultural events this February and March, offering space for reflection,
learning and encounter in a place of peace and hospitality.

The Abbey is also hosting sessions from The mystery of God: who God is
and why he matters, a faith formation series based on Bishop Robert
Barron’s work, with a session on Saturday 14 February 2026, 10.30
am—12.20 pm exploring “The God who is love” (£10 per person,
advance booking essential via www.ticketsource.co.uk).

Visitors are welcome to join the monks for a day of worship and prayer
on Saturday 21 February 2026, 10.30 am—4.10 pm, a free event
centred on guided prayer, silence and community in the Abbey Church.

Continuing the indigenous spirituality: a global exploration series led by
Sheila Longman, events on Saturday 28 February and Saturday 28
March 2026, 10 am—12 noon offer insights into Indigenous traditions
(£10 per person per session or £25 for three people: book

at via http://www.ticketsource.co.uk)

The programme also includes Every photograph tells The Great Gatsby
story, a cultural evening on Friday 20 March 2026, 7.30 pm with
images, music and narrative on F Scott Fitzgerald (£10 early bird if
booked by 20 February, then £15): Advance booking essential

via http://www.ticketsource.co.uk

St Augustine's Abbey, Sample Oak Lane, Chilworth, Guildford, Surrey
GU4 8QR http://www.chilworthbenedictines.com

Daily Mass 9am, Sunday Mass 10am, Divine Office seven times daily.
Members of the public welcome.
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Initiation of 11 new Brothers
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The initiation of eleven Brothers took place during an Initiation Ceremony
held at St Francis Church in Maidstone, Kent, on Sunday February 22nd.
The main Celebrant was Father Stephen Trafford, who was a member of
our Order before being ordained in July 2025 and is now a member of
honour and Chaplin to the relaunched Maidstone Council. Canon John Diver
and Father Peter Norris were co-celebrating on this wonderful occasion.

Nine of the Brothers are from the Maidstone parish with the two others
from Croydon and Strood Councils.

Recruitment drive in
Chatham

Council 418 Chatham held
a recruitment drive over the
weekend of February 21t
and 22n4 2026 with the goal
of increasing the strength
of the Council.
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Council 315 Ilkeston fundraising

Brothers from Council 315 Ilkeston presented Father Joby John, of
Our Lady and St Thomas of Hereford church, Ilkeston, now in the
new parish group of Our Lady and the Beauvale Martyrs, with a
cheque for £1,000 on Sunday 15th February 2026. This was a
contribution to Bishop Patrick McKinney's, Nottingham Diocese's
five-year mission plan.

Pictured are Council members Brother's Giuseppe Prati, Gerard
Lovelock, Father Joby and Brothers Victor George, Eric Morley
Worthy Grand Knight Brother Frank Dunne and Brothers Gerard
ViIsser, John Melbourne and Michael Tighe.

T

Member of Honour R4 U ul

Presentation of a Member of
Honour certificate to Rev Fr
Lawrence Danladi MSP , at
St John’s Church Gravesend
by Paddy Boyle, PGK of
Province 12 Southwark on
behalf of Council 977
Gravesend and Northfleet,
on January 18t 2026.
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Initiation at Council 60 Carlisle
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On Saturday February 28th, Naveen Dzouza (pictured 4% from left)
was initiated into Council 60 Carlisle. Attending the initiation
ceremony was Supreme Director for Welfare Brother Barry Johnson.

Clergy dinner Southwark

Photos from the Province 12 Clergy dinner held on Monday February
oth in Blackheath and attended by 65 Clergy and Brothers from
Southwark. This was a very pleasant and relaxed evening superbly
organized by Brother Diego Gomes from Council 118 Arsenal.
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Parish Priest induction at St John the
Evangelist Gravesend

A photo taken on Sunday Febraury 22" 2026 at the induction of
Father Ogunnaike a new Parish Priest at St John the Evangelist
Church in Gravesend by Bishop Paul Hendricks.

Columba Cross presentation

—

On February 15t the Worthy Supreme Knight Brother Michael
Akinrele presented the Order of St Columba’s highest honour, the
Columba Cross, to Canon Jude Harrison of Province 21 Lancaster.
Canon Jude has been a priest for over 50 years, associated with

Province for over 30 years and Chaplain for 24 years.
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Please send through items that you would like advertised in
the News Knight. Remember this goes out every month.

Some topical Reading

Lent, a holy time of introspection and
penance in preparation for the Passion, for Lent 2026
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus
Christ, can be further enriched with Sacred
Space for Lent 2026, a daily prayer
experience from Sacred Space, the
internationally known online prayer guide.
Sacred Space for Lent invites readers to
develop a closer relationship with God during
this season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. |
This daily guided prayer experience is a
simple but profound way to journey through
the season. In this easy-to-use format, you'll
find weekly topics for meditation and prayer,
as well as daily Scripture readings and brief
reflections to ponder. Sacred Space for Lent is
a beautiful way to both grow in relationship
with God and embrace the season of
preparation.

Pope’s Intentions for March
2026

In March, we pray with Pope
Leo that nations move toward
effective disarmament,
particularly nuclear
disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of
dialogue and diplomacy instead
of violence

Subscribe to News Knight to ensure you are aware and up to date with the events that are taking
place in your community.
Email : headoffice@ksc.org.uk or via the website https://www.ksc.org.uk
Editor : Patrick Boyle - Knights of St Columba, Curial Offices 196 Clyde Street Glasgow G1 4JY.
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Useful Links

CAFOD - Catholic international development
charity

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) - Accompany, Serve,
Advocate

Donate- Catholic Outreach — Caritas

SPUC — Making abortion unthinkable

Catholic Truth Society

News from the Vatican - News about the Church
- Vatican News

Knights of St Columba — Charity | Unity |
Fraternity




